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Instructor Resource Guide: Celebrate Reading

The following activities and resources were selected to support instruction
and family literacy engagement. In addition to these instructor resources,
each book in the collection has three short engagement activities for adults
and families.

Suggestions for Using the Collection and Activities

¢+ Explore the books in the Celebrate Reading collection by clicking on the
book titles in the table below.

+ Notice that the books in the collection provide text across a span of
reading levels for adults and include books that are engaging for children
and families to read together.

+ Access the short, guided activities for each book that offer suggestions for
both instructors and families. You may access the activities by clicking on
the book titles in the table below. The activities are attached to each book.

+ Allow learners individual time to access the application and explore the
collection and guided activities.
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+ If using the reading collection for the first time, model how the age and
language filters work in the application, and how to locate the search
function, so books can be easily found.

+ Decide how you will interact with the topic and curated text collection.
This resource guide has suggestions to support in-person instruction and
offers online resources for instructors and family engagement. Consider
using the materials as starting points for larger units or creative activities
to engage with topics and texts.

¢ Use this collection and guide to help develop and foster a reading life for
your learners and their families!

Engaging Books for Adults

Book Title Author Lexile Reading Level

A Park for All Brenda 410-600
Wolfenbarger

Un parque para todos Brenda 410-600
Wolfenbarger

News for You: Ray Bradbury: The New Readers Press | 410-600
Writer Who Dreamed of the Future | (ProlLiteracy)
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https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/35eb5784-b45c-4aa8-a087-ecbc11f4704f?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/cc2bc07c-4cbc-458e-b8e9-199b95c77373?version=1
https://booksmart.world/Xmm9
https://booksmart.world/Xmm9

News for You: Ray Bradbury: El New Readers Press | 410-600
escritor que sofio con el futuro (ProLiteracy)

Engaging Books for Adults and Children

A House for Mouse Michele Fry 210-400
Una casa para Raton Michele Fry 210-400
Lara the Yellow Ladybird Martha Evans 410-600
Lara, la mariquita amarilla Martha Evans 410-600
Courage: The Heart of Night Diana Ferraro 410-600
Animals of Acadia National Park Barbara Bush 610-800

Foundation for

Family Literacy

Activities to Support Instruction
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To explore this topic, consider how you will build anticipation, background
knowledge, and schema for your learners to think about what it means to
celebrate reading. To do this, consider addressing the following questions
with your learners:

e What does the term “celebrate” mean to you?

e What are some ways that one can “celebrate reading?” What might
this celebration look like? Sound like? Feel like?

e Why do you think it's important for people to “celebrate reading” and
promote joy around reading?

e What are the benefits of reading and talking about books?
e What types of books do you like to read? Why is reading important?
e How do you share the books you love to read?

There are many ways to get your learners thinking, collaborating, and actively
engaging with each other. Consider any of the following activities:

e Analyzing Images: This strategy requires learners to think critically
about how images convey topics, themes, and ideas. It will require
learners to make their own observations, have collaborative
conversations with others, and deepen their analytical and critical
thinking, while fostering connections to images and texts. It is a great
strategy for any ability level and content area.

e Learn to Listen, Listen to Learn: This activity will foster engaged
discussion and collaboration, as well as strengthen writing skills and
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https://booksmart.world/m4GT
https://booksmart.world/m4GT
https://booksmart.world/VsTE
https://booksmart.world/wkK9
https://booksmart.world/R2Wx
https://booksmart.world/2wXE
https://booksmart.world/jaS1
https://booksmart.world/68Cd
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/analyzing-images
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/learn-listen-listen-learn

speaking and listening skills. It incorporates individual, small group, and
whole class participation and can be used with any content focus.

e Levels of Questions: This approach supports critical thinking skills that
are necessary for learners to make connections to text. It allows learners
to think about texts from a variety of questions/prompts at different
levels to match all learning abilities. It promotes differentiation, fosters
mMaximum participation, and generates thoughtful discussions among
your entire group!

e Fishbowl: This discussion activity will engage your learners by
promoting participation and accountability for the entire group.
Learners will be both listeners, observers, and active discussion
collaborators throughout the exercise. This will promote building prior
knowledge, activating schema, and generating thoughtful reflections
on a particular topic.

e Text Scavenger Hunt: To engage your learners and get them excited
about reading texts, consider a book scavenger hunt. This activity can
be adapted for any content area or reading ability. Learners will preview
texts using the guidelines outlined for each generated prompt. For an
added bonus of fun, consider turning it into a friendly competition
among learners or sections of groups. Winner(s) can get prizes or
bragging rights!
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While you read the texts, you will want to support literacy strategies that
foster learning growth. Consider comprehension skills that learners will need
to access the texts within the collection. It will also be important for learners
to continue building background knowledge. For example, if reading the text,
A Park for All, it will be important to discuss inclusivity and laws such as the
Americans with Disabilities Act. The following resources and templates will
help build literacy skills and comprehension:

e QulP-Questions Into Paragraphs: Encourage learners to use this
graphic organizer as they develop their thoughts into more reflective
and analytical paragraphs as they read. This tool can be used with both
fiction and non-fiction texts.

e GIST: This approach is particularly helpful when reading non-fiction
texts. It requires readers to think about the topic from different aspects
and then compiles their thoughts into a comprehensive piece of
writing. This activity develops both comprehension and writing skills
and supports readers of all abilities.

e Three Column Notes: This note-taking method promotes organization,
structure, and purpose. It fosters the use of short sentences with critical
information as well as questions and comments that readers may want
to remember and review later. This method of note-taking can be used
across any content area.
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https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/levels-questions
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/fishbowl
https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/TextbookScavengerHunt.pdf
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/35eb5784-b45c-4aa8-a087-ecbc11f4704f?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson231/chart.pdf
https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson290/Template.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/lesson-plans/17-18/three-column-note-taking-template.pdf

(®)]
£
ge]

()

Q
(a4

Q
-

©

1
Q0
[

Q
O

[J]
O

35
©)

Q

O

L =

-

(@)

0

Q
(a4

1 9

(@)
har}

(S)

-

L %
s

1)
=

Rock, Paper, Scissors: Encourage creativity with the use of this graphic

organizer from Edutopia. This graphic organizer will encourage
reflection after reading, whether it is done in short texts, chapters of
larger texts, or small paragraphs within texts.

Online Resources to Support Instructors

The following resources will help instructors gather more ideas and insights
for teaching texts within the Celebrate Reading collection:

Science Fiction Author Ray Bradbury: This resource from

ReadWriteThink provides a plethora of lessons, activities, and ideas to
provide learners with information about science fiction author, Ray
Bradbury. Consider pairing this resource with the text, Ray Bradbury:
The Writer Who Dreamed of the Future, from the Celebrate Reading
collection.

Overcoming Obstacles: This resource will provide educators with (free)
additional links, ideas, resources, and activities to engage learners in
diverse topics about overcoming different types of obstacles in life. All
of the provided curriculum is adaptable for learners of all ages and
abilities. Consider using this resource with the texts, A Park for All, or
Lara the Yellow Ladybird from the Celebrate Reading collection.

What Is Your Dream Home?: This resource supports learners in
reflecting on what their ideal home is—what is the type of place that
they feel the most safe, cozy, and protected? This lesson is adaptable for
all abilities. Consider pairing this lesson with the text, A House for
Mouse, from the Celebrate Reading collection.

Reflecting on Courage: This free resource will provide educators a
variety of diverse resources including readings and lesson plans for
learners that focus on the idea of “courage.” Consider pairing any of the
individual lessons and resources, or the entire curriculum, with the text,
Courage: The Heart of the Night, in the Celebrate Reading collection.

National Park Service: Nature & Animals: This free resource will
provide educators with a variety of lesson plans about the land and
marine wildlife that are a part of Acadia National Park in Maine. The
resource also contains information that can be used for additional texts
and/or references for research purposes. To access the
lessons/resources, scroll to the bottom of the page. Consider pairing
any of the individual lessons and resources, or the entire curriculum,
with the text, Animals of Acadia National Park, in the Celebrate
Reading collection.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oQRKlcApi1gZr7OecxGCNaWwXvcziOmCE3wcM8Srvp4/edit
https://www.edutopia.org/article/10-powerful-ways-to-end-your-lessons?gclid=Cj0KCQjwho-lBhC_ARIsAMpgMof-_Zr4fIaO9RBdr1R3YeFAAnP5YT5XotbtnWdfmM4fvcrGAz6u4qcaAnsGEALw_wcB#:~:text=a%20simple%20reflection-,worksheet,-students%20can%20use
https://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/calendar-activities/science-fiction-author-bradbury
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/47710f19-c775-4599-991d-2722f140c48c?version=2
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/47710f19-c775-4599-991d-2722f140c48c?version=2
https://www.overcomingobstacles.org/portal/en/grade-level/high-school?gad=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwho-lBhC_ARIsAMpgMofXDpQ_EwlUb5D74yv0inVvyiZwTJuZGK6SAVmoMbZekheNYeCJOWkaAupJEALw_wcB
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/35eb5784-b45c-4aa8-a087-ecbc11f4704f?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/342dab25-9520-4af1-91c9-11ba7473f269?version=5&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://eslbrains.com/describing-homes/
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/91d61b95-db76-4d2f-9169-f532e8b33713?version=3&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/91d61b95-db76-4d2f-9169-f532e8b33713?version=3&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://www.cmohs.org/lessons/secondary/reflecting-on-courage
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/c4fad2c1-b663-4e98-8018-61b8ad58b62e?version=4&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://www.nps.gov/acad/learn/nature/animals.htm
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/9dee52c0-666d-4084-9210-c7b451e01eda?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT

Suggestions for Using the Collection and Activities with Families

These suggestions may be shared directly with adult learners and their
families, so they can explore this theme and books together.

¢+ Choose a book to explore from the Celebrate Reading collection.

¢+ Read and discuss the book with your child. Use before, during, and after
reading questions to help your child make connections to themselves and
to other parts of their life. The following are some examples:

Before Reading

Look at the front cover with your child. Explore the pictures and text,
and ask them:

Does this book remind you of anything?
What do we already know about ?

What does it mean to “celebrate?” Think about a celebration they
would be familiar with. Now, ask them what they think the word
“celebrate” looks like? Sounds like? Feel like?

Why do you think it is important to celebrate reading?
What is your favorite event, person, or thing to celebrate?
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During Reading
If you were in this story, what do you think you would be hearing?
Seeing? Tasting? Smelling? Feeling?
What has happened to the character(s) so far?

Have you been in a situation that is similar, or like, the situation
the character in the story is in? What was the same for both of
you? What was different?

What is the problem this character is experiencing? How do you
think it will turn out?

What evidence do we know so far from the book?

After Reading
Tell me the story in your own words.

What would you like to ask the author (or characters) of the
book?

What did you like most about the story? Why?

Would you have done things in a different way than the character
in the story did? If so, what would you have done differently?

Do you think it was a good ending? What would you have
changed?

+ After reading the story, you will notice activities at the bottom of the
screen. Explore these activities with your child!
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Expanded

Lessons for Educators

This lesson may be used with the adult text, A Park for All, by Brenda
Wolfenbarger.

Before Reading

Preview the text by having learners look at the text features
such as the front and back covers and pictures.

Ask about their own experiences. Have they ever been in
situations where they have felt left out? Different in some
way?

Ask what they know about the Americans with Disabilities Act.
If time allows, consider showing learners a few videos such as
this one from an ADA office, or short texts. Explore some
lesson plans to help them connect with the text more deeply.

Pre-teach vocabulary and/or high-frequency words. Consider
using any of the strategies outlined in this Edutopia article:
Doing It Differently: Tips for Teaching Vocabulary.

During Reading

After

Create a text set about topics or ideas that emerged in the text A
Park for All. Consider using resources from the News Literacy
Project, or any others listed in this helpful resource page from
Achieve the Core. Provide a link to each article to make it easy to
access the resource.

Then, ask learners to complete research about laws and rights for
people with disabilities.

Determine how they might share their information. Ideas may
include an essay, a visual presentation, a PSA, or their own quick
informative video such as the one used to introduce them to the
ADA previously in this lesson.

Reading

Consider assigning pairs or small groups based on interest in a
section of the text.

Encourage learners to demonstrate their understanding of the
text using a mode of their choice. Examples may include: written
responses (explore Writing Activities and Resources and Writing
Engagement Activities for ideas), TED Talks, or visual
boards/displays.

If possible, invite a guest speaker such as a member of
government, medical personnel, or law enforcement to speak
about laws and/or regulations regarding those with disabilities.
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https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/35eb5784-b45c-4aa8-a087-ecbc11f4704f?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zKyjshcxbI0
https://www.c-span.org/classroom/document/?17001
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/vocabulary-instruction-teaching-tips-rebecca-alber
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/35eb5784-b45c-4aa8-a087-ecbc11f4704f?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/BookSmart/Book/Details/35eb5784-b45c-4aa8-a087-ecbc11f4704f?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://newslit.org/educators/resources/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwho-lBhC_ARIsAMpgMoe4EKb9EXYGCzeZWmRKZ56SOEdGIjHbHEsAmjqhWHsNznPhz1DHGTkaAibTEALw_wcB
https://newslit.org/educators/resources/?gclid=Cj0KCQjwho-lBhC_ARIsAMpgMoe4EKb9EXYGCzeZWmRKZ56SOEdGIjHbHEsAmjqhWHsNznPhz1DHGTkaAibTEALw_wcB
https://achievethecore.org/content/upload/Text%20Set%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.barbarabush.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Q2-RRL_writing_1-_FINAL_.pdf
https://www.barbarabush.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Q2-RRL_writing_2-_FINAL.pdf
https://www.barbarabush.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Q2-RRL_writing_2-_FINAL.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/article/how-tap-students-interests-ted-talk-unit/
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As an extension activity, consider having learners reflect on their
own educational environment or places in the community. Ask
them to reflect on whether these common spaces are inclusive
for all. If not, discuss what they could do to help make their
community more inclusive. An additional extension activity could
be to guide learners through carrying out the steps to make this
happen. Consider using any of the lessons or resources from
Learning to Give to explore this this idea.
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https://www.learningtogive.org/resources/inclusive-communities

