
 

 

Instructor Resource 
 
What is ReadLife Bookshelf and what does it include?  

◆ A curated collection of digital books for adults, children, and families, 
created in partnership with Worldreader  

◆ Guided activities for each book to deepen and enhance the learning 
experience 

◆ Resource guides to help instructors promote literacy skill development 
◆ Bilingual (English and Spanish) books and resources  
◆ Anytime, anywhere access to online materials across all platforms  
◆ New books and materials launched each month 
◆ Click here to access ReadLife Bookshelf’s full collection 
 
 
Explore NEW Adult Learner Texts 

• Explore NEW adult learner texts in the table below  
• Adult learners can access engaging, relevant texts and build a digital 

library while increasing their literacy skills  
• Review the sample activity from the collection’s Instructor Resource Guide. 

These guides support instruction and offer suggested activities and online 
resources for learner and family engagement.  

• To explore the full Instructor Resource Guide, click on the collection 
title in each row. 

 

Title Collection Description Sample Activity from 
Instructor Resource Guide 

Staycation  Fun and 
Adventures 
with Books 

John is getting his kids 
for a couple of weeks 
at the beginning of the 
summer. He wants to 
make lots of fun 
memories with them 
but isn’t sure what to 
do. Money is tight, so 
he plans some exciting 
staycation activities. 
Things don’t always go 
as planned! 

The Big List of Class Discussion 
Strategies:  
 
This list provides alternatives 
for class discussions, such as 
Socrative seminars, 
“philosophical chairs,” 
“concentric circles,” and 
“fishbowl” methods. 
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https://booksmart.world/bbf
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/123d071e-e340-48ca-9166-bfc1238b8688?version=1&gradeId=156
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/IAdMRf52eFaaD1mx4j7Id/05c23402604bdc3148cca1a63a5ba380/Resource_Guide_FAB_S22.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/IAdMRf52eFaaD1mx4j7Id/05c23402604bdc3148cca1a63a5ba380/Resource_Guide_FAB_S22.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/IAdMRf52eFaaD1mx4j7Id/05c23402604bdc3148cca1a63a5ba380/Resource_Guide_FAB_S22.pdf
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/
https://www.cultofpedagogy.com/speaking-listening-techniques/


 

 

The Art of 
the Chase  

Fun and 
Adventures 
with Books 

Anna Darkwood spent 
most of her life 
working as a spy for 
the U.S. government. 
One morning, after 
several years of 
retirement, a British 
Intelligence Officer 
appears at her 
doorstep asking for her 
help. As she sets out 
on what will surely be 
the most dangerous 
mission of her life, she 
soon finds herself 
questioning whether 
she made the right 
decision.  

Double Think-Pair-Share:  
 
This activity takes the 
traditional strategy of a think-
pair-share and adds an 
additional partner. It works 
very well for generating 
multiple ideas about the same 
topic. Pair learners up with a 
partner and pose your first 
question. Ask them to take a 
moment to reflect, and then 
jot down some responses 
before sharing with their 
partner. Once they are done 
sharing, combine pairs to 
create groups of four. Have pair 
one share with pair two and 
vice versa, each time requiring 
them to build upon each 
other’s ideas 

Something 
New, 
Something 
Glued 
 
Algo nuevo, 
algo 
pegado 
 

New 
Beginnings 

Ruby’s second 
wedding seems 
doomed. Rain clouds 
are on the horizon and 
Zara, her daughter, is 
definitely not on board. 
When a very special 
set of nails goes 
missing, the bride 
seems ready to call the 
whole thing off. Will 
luck turn for Ruby or 
are her plans destined 
to become unglued? 

Resources for Developing Grit, 
Resilience, and Growth 
Mindset:  
 
This article from Edutopia 
provides multiple strategies 
and lessons to support the 
“new beginnings” theme. 

The Holiday 
Party 
 
Fiesta de fin 
de año 

Let’s 
Celebrate 

Jess and Mike have 
been working together 
for a year. Sam and 
Sara keep trying—and 
failing—to get them 
together. Love is in the 
air at this year’s holiday 
party! 

Discussion Strategies:  
 
This resource offers educators 
multiple ways to engage 
learners in different types of 
collaborative discussions to 
foster collaboration and 
conversation among learners. 

Hidden 
Talent  

Setting 
Goals 

Carmen is a loving, 
hard-working mom. 

Set and Monitor Goals:  
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https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/b5758864-c035-43d5-b8b1-552a41c486af?version=1&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/b5758864-c035-43d5-b8b1-552a41c486af?version=1&gradeId=156
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/IAdMRf52eFaaD1mx4j7Id/05c23402604bdc3148cca1a63a5ba380/Resource_Guide_FAB_S22.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/IAdMRf52eFaaD1mx4j7Id/05c23402604bdc3148cca1a63a5ba380/Resource_Guide_FAB_S22.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/IAdMRf52eFaaD1mx4j7Id/05c23402604bdc3148cca1a63a5ba380/Resource_Guide_FAB_S22.pdf
https://www.weareteachers.com/think-pair-share-alternatives/
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4b08a59d-0fcb-4f34-a14d-b24c66aef57c?version=3&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4b08a59d-0fcb-4f34-a14d-b24c66aef57c?version=3&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4b08a59d-0fcb-4f34-a14d-b24c66aef57c?version=3&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4b08a59d-0fcb-4f34-a14d-b24c66aef57c?version=3&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4fa84697-1695-461e-b2cb-c38491d6a24c?version=4&collection=0&gradeId=0
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4fa84697-1695-461e-b2cb-c38491d6a24c?version=4&collection=0&gradeId=0
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/4fa84697-1695-461e-b2cb-c38491d6a24c?version=4&collection=0&gradeId=0
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/773oJJGHzPU57JDpgwQu8b/a89ff1b45be46e8a17a30a12772e4cc3/Resource_Guide_NB_S22_-_English-66-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/773oJJGHzPU57JDpgwQu8b/a89ff1b45be46e8a17a30a12772e4cc3/Resource_Guide_NB_S22_-_English-66-.pdf
https://www.edutopia.org/resilience-grit-resources
https://www.edutopia.org/resilience-grit-resources
https://www.edutopia.org/resilience-grit-resources
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a32a1d20-8504-4226-b518-c7f85e59dc95?version=1&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a32a1d20-8504-4226-b518-c7f85e59dc95?version=1&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.world/HAVZ
https://booksmart.world/HAVZ
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/23aYdZQIdPG67GWPpsJDAZ/9ce4d684f0683445a604964aeef04ed3/Resource_Guide_LC_D22_v6_-_English-76-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/23aYdZQIdPG67GWPpsJDAZ/9ce4d684f0683445a604964aeef04ed3/Resource_Guide_LC_D22_v6_-_English-76-.pdf
https://ctl.wustl.edu/resources/discussion-strategies/
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a4593e91-236b-41b6-a2a5-e0432b44a798?version=2&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a4593e91-236b-41b6-a2a5-e0432b44a798?version=2&gradeId=156
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/2FDSow7Bupmz0tZvwnubxf/817a7f0fcad083d7b38318254f318f3a/Resource_Guide__Setting_Goals_Jan_23__English_final.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/2FDSow7Bupmz0tZvwnubxf/817a7f0fcad083d7b38318254f318f3a/Resource_Guide__Setting_Goals_Jan_23__English_final.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/state-resources/federal-initiatives/teal/guide/setgoals


 

 

She decides to enter 
her workplace talent 
show. Will she find an 
act in time for the 
show?  

This LINCS resource will 
provide educators with quick 
tips to support learners with 
their goals. 

A True 
Celebration 
 
Una 
verdadera 
celebración  

Celebrating 
Black 
Authors 

Planning for Black 
History Month events 
is in the works at 
Aliyah’s job, and she is 
not thrilled. Can she 
help make the event 
meaningful, or is it 
doomed to be another 
flop? 

Learn to Listen, Listen to Learn:  
 
This strategy embeds writing 
skills along with speaking and 
listening skills to help learners 
deepen their understanding 
about a topic. It promotes 
individual, small group, and 
whole-group conversation 
skills.  

The Music 
in the 
World  
 
La música 
que hay en 
el mundo 

Awakening 
Creativity 

As Nylah helps her 
daughter write a poem 
for school, she learns a 
very important lesson 
herself. 

Text Graffiti:  
 
This strategy helps learners 
activate background 
knowledge, and foster 
connections and predictions 
about texts. It also promotes 
collaboration and discussion 
among peers as well as the 
whole group.  

Step by 
Step: 
Meditation 

Mental 
Health and 
Wellness 

Meditating is a great 
way to lower stress, 
clear your mind, and 
help you relax. Here 
are a few simple 
meditation exercises 
to get you started. 

Four Corners:  
 
This strategy promotes 
sparking discussion and/or 
healthy debate. Learners are 
presented with different 
scenarios or situations and 
required to take a stance when 
presented with a particular 
topic. This activity can be 
revised for families too! 

Art of the 
Chase Book 
II  

Recharge 
with 
Reading 

Liam Harper and Anna 
Darkwood have been 
living happily married 
since Anna was 
recruited to track 
down the blue 
diamond. One 
morning, Liam wakes 
to find that Anna is 

During Reading: 
 
Ask learners to complete 
research about U.S. and British 
Intelligence by creating a 
specific text set with links 
about topics or events 
mentioned in the text. Explore 
these through cooperative 
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https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/58ab756b-0266-436d-9d03-5992a5b7df38?version=2&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/58ab756b-0266-436d-9d03-5992a5b7df38?version=2&gradeId=156
https://booksmart.world/ncw8
https://booksmart.world/ncw8
https://booksmart.world/ncw8
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/1Wbd7n2TJ83r7krpuc5014/64a8442287825b1f80c9c6518fdb6007/RLBS_Guide__Black_Authors_Feb_23_English_final-94-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/1Wbd7n2TJ83r7krpuc5014/64a8442287825b1f80c9c6518fdb6007/RLBS_Guide__Black_Authors_Feb_23_English_final-94-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/1Wbd7n2TJ83r7krpuc5014/64a8442287825b1f80c9c6518fdb6007/RLBS_Guide__Black_Authors_Feb_23_English_final-94-.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/learn-listen-listen-learn
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/223ed947-a1d3-4af0-8581-18c8c03f8fba?version=2&shelfTitle=RECOMMENDED_BOOKS
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/223ed947-a1d3-4af0-8581-18c8c03f8fba?version=2&shelfTitle=RECOMMENDED_BOOKS
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/223ed947-a1d3-4af0-8581-18c8c03f8fba?version=2&shelfTitle=RECOMMENDED_BOOKS
https://booksmart.world/uFqF
https://booksmart.world/uFqF
https://booksmart.world/uFqF
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/pUwSxpNF4YfsPFtiEwTvx/ee2ff0a0dc9f8974547f7a71c8f60c7e/RLBS_Guide_AC_Apr23_Eng_Final-55-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/pUwSxpNF4YfsPFtiEwTvx/ee2ff0a0dc9f8974547f7a71c8f60c7e/RLBS_Guide_AC_Apr23_Eng_Final-55-.pdf
https://www.learningforjustice.org/classroom-resources/teaching-strategies/close-and-critical-reading/text-graffiti#:~:text=Text%20graffiti%20is%20an%20effective,literary%20elements%20or%20content%20themes.
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a32d165b-06cf-40dd-b2c8-decc54cb08d2?version=2&shelfTitle=RECOMMENDED_BOOKS
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a32d165b-06cf-40dd-b2c8-decc54cb08d2?version=2&shelfTitle=RECOMMENDED_BOOKS
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/en/BookSmart/Book/Details/a32d165b-06cf-40dd-b2c8-decc54cb08d2?version=2&shelfTitle=RECOMMENDED_BOOKS
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/3obPfGxuA9gAAdmnf0ptlR/4fb45485c6cc427a69b53ec6f85ea4eb/RLBS_Guide_MH_May23_English_Final.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/3obPfGxuA9gAAdmnf0ptlR/4fb45485c6cc427a69b53ec6f85ea4eb/RLBS_Guide_MH_May23_English_Final.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/3obPfGxuA9gAAdmnf0ptlR/4fb45485c6cc427a69b53ec6f85ea4eb/RLBS_Guide_MH_May23_English_Final.pdf
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/four-corners?utm_term=&utm_campaign=DSA&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_tgt=dsa-19959388920&hsa_grp=75449327748&hsa_src=g&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_mt=&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=333182733493&hsa_acc=4949854077&hsa_kw=&hsa_cam=1635938820&gclid=CjwKCAiAhKycBhAQEiwAgf19ekEUepb-TyG-yEg5FUGiOHJtdXIgxw8eVM1t3aSLCz8Tz7gmbgMNUxoCIA8QAvD_BwE
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/757d62a1-8e4b-4731-ac0a-63f0a81a48d6?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/757d62a1-8e4b-4731-ac0a-63f0a81a48d6?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://read.worldreader.org/Book/Details/757d62a1-8e4b-4731-ac0a-63f0a81a48d6?version=1&shelfTitle=SEARCH_RESULT
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/4XzRBXwRdp1T3O5KPwIsia/d06deda2520adac7903057e6a785e7f7/RLBS_Recharge_with_Reading_Guide_Summer_2023_Eng_Final-60-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/4XzRBXwRdp1T3O5KPwIsia/d06deda2520adac7903057e6a785e7f7/RLBS_Recharge_with_Reading_Guide_Summer_2023_Eng_Final-60-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/4XzRBXwRdp1T3O5KPwIsia/d06deda2520adac7903057e6a785e7f7/RLBS_Recharge_with_Reading_Guide_Summer_2023_Eng_Final-60-.pdf


 

 

missing. Upon 
searching the garden 
and the house, his 
greatest fears are 
confirmed. He 
discovers a note 
linking Anna’s 
kidnapping to a 
woman who still 
haunts his dreams.  

learning structures such as  
Jigsaw, Think-Pair-Share, 
Gallery Walks, or Reciprocal 
Teaching. 
 
Journal Prompts:  
 
Encourage creativity with the 
use of these exciting and 
creative journal prompts. This 
link will provide ideas for all 
different types of stories — 
including suspense, adventure, 
and humorous ones! Learners 
will enjoy becoming authors 
while using any of these 
prompts 

View the full ReadLife Bookshelf collection to explore additional genres including 
nonfiction texts! 

 
 

Promote Family Literacy Engagement 

• Encourage families to select books to read together and show them how 
to access the short, guided activities for each book 

• Explore a sampling of children’s texts that will support families reading 
together in the table below  

 

Title Collection Description 

The Golden Acorn 
Tree 
 
El árbol de la 
bellota dorada 

New 
Beginnings 

Follow a friendly squirrel as she explores a 
charming forest and gathers acorns for her 
neighbors. Then discover how a shy skunk 
becomes an unlikely hero when their reliable 
tree is taken away without warning. Young 
children will delight in this sweet tale of friends 
with tails who help and accept every animal in 
their forest community. 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euhtXUgBEts
https://www.theteachertoolkit.com/index.php/tool/think-pair-share
https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/gallery-walk-0?utm_term=&utm_campaign=DSA&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_tgt=dsa-19959388920&hsa_grp=75449327748&hsa_src=g&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_mt=&hsa_ver=3&hsa_ad=333182733490&hsa_acc=4949854077&hsa_kw=&hsa_cam=1635938820&gclid=Cj0KCQjwnvOaBhDTARIsAJf8eVN-uTykqA2H-igsuXtxvODyPV6b6Jgv5Q6t3UZNJo1ZXyORFpK_WUAaApMKEALw_wcB
https://www.adlit.org/in-the-classroom/strategies/reciprocal-teaching
https://www.adlit.org/in-the-classroom/strategies/reciprocal-teaching
https://www.weareteachers.com/short-story-prompts/
https://booksmart.world/bbf
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/b52d06fc-ab1c-4751-bb2a-a1f2410ffc12/2?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/b52d06fc-ab1c-4751-bb2a-a1f2410ffc12/2?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/10084d5f-b4c2-4fca-a4a9-0021b1d18d6d/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/10084d5f-b4c2-4fca-a4a9-0021b1d18d6d/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/773oJJGHzPU57JDpgwQu8b/a89ff1b45be46e8a17a30a12772e4cc3/Resource_Guide_NB_S22_-_English-66-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/773oJJGHzPU57JDpgwQu8b/a89ff1b45be46e8a17a30a12772e4cc3/Resource_Guide_NB_S22_-_English-66-.pdf


 

 

The Milo & Jazz 
Mysteries: The Case 
of the Stinky Socks 
 

Mysterious 
Stories 

The high school’s star pitcher is missing his lucky 
socks, and his pitching is going to pieces! Can 
detective duo Milo and Jazz find the thief—
before the big game?  

Madison and the 
Two Wheeler 
 

Madison y su 
bicicleta 

Setting 
Goals 

Madison wants to ride her bike without training 
wheels. After her first fall, she loses confidence, 
but her family urges her to keep trying. Will she 
ever learn to ride her two-wheeler? 

My Girls & Curls Celebrating 
Black 
Authors 

There is no better way to celebrate Lila’s birthday 
than cooling off at the pool. Her friend Ashley 
had just gotten a silk press, but that doesn’t stop 
her from jumping in with her girls. Realizing her 
hair is no longer straight, Ashley cries. Her friends 
decide to help Ashley style her natural hair. Will 
they find the perfect style for Ashley? This story 
celebrates the natural hair journey of three 
young girls finding beauty in friendship and their 
coils. 

Little Melba and 
Her Big Trombone 

Celebrating 
Black 
Authors 

Brimming with cheerfulness and the joy of 
making music, Little Melba and Her Big 
Trombone is a fitting tribute to a trailblazing 
musician and a great unsung jazz hero. 

Sometimes It’s 
Bright 
 

A veces es brillante 

Awakening 
Creativity 

In this visually rich picture book, a girl discovers 
the joy of creativity, first on a walk through the 
city and ultimately within herself. Sometimes It’s 
Bright explores how being our most creative 
selves brings joy to us and to the world. 

The Party for Papá 
Luis / La fiesta para 
Papá Luis 
 

Recharge 
with 
Reading 

A tale in which Papá Luis’s family and friends 
make preparations for his birthday fiesta, 
complete with piñata, cake, and a clown. (This is 
a dual language text) 

Let’s Go  Recharge 
with 
Reading 

A family describes how they pack up to go to the 
beach. 

The Reason for the 
Seasons 

Recharge 
with 
Reading 

We all know there are four seasons in a year. But 
HOW do we know? Join fearless young scientist-
adventurer Joulia Copernicus on a journey 
around the world as she explains with humor 
and wit how we know what causes the seasons. 
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https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/04ebb246-99dc-4403-8792-9bcd0ed837af/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/04ebb246-99dc-4403-8792-9bcd0ed837af/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/04ebb246-99dc-4403-8792-9bcd0ed837af/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/6w842a9ZsYjHGra5KZr9nA/9401c723db8405b26c2ab6c81ad32c5e/RLBS_Resource_Guide_MS_O22_09.09.22_English-100-.pdf
https://assets.ctfassets.net/qb4xilcny5qs/6w842a9ZsYjHGra5KZr9nA/9401c723db8405b26c2ab6c81ad32c5e/RLBS_Resource_Guide_MS_O22_09.09.22_English-100-.pdf
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/a6d1277c-b17e-4a9d-aa4e-627cfc747554/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/a6d1277c-b17e-4a9d-aa4e-627cfc747554/1?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
https://booksmart.worldreader.org/stw/49da97f0-98a9-4650-b68f-ec49b97360a9/2?t=NsOuKb2bqGKc8quCVZfQRIaJ0O4z3VzM
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Meow! Who Said 
That? 

General 
BookSmart 
Collection  

Discover different sounds that animals make! 

 
 
Suggestions for Using the Collections and Activities 

◆ Find current and past collections along with Instructor Resource Guides in 
our Learning Resource Center. 

◆ Decide how you will interact with each topic and curated text collection. 
Each resource guide has suggestions to support in-person instruction and 
offers online resources for instructors and family engagement. Consider 
using the materials as starting points for larger units or creative activities 
to engage with topics and texts.   

◆ Access the short, guided activities for each book that offer suggestions for 
both instructors and families. You may access the activities by clicking on 
the book titles. The activities are attached to each book.  

◆ Allow learners individual time to access the application and explore the 
collection and guided activities. 

◆ If using the reading collection for the first time, model how the age and 
language filters work in the application, and how to locate the search 
function, so books can be easily found. 

◆ Use the collections and guides to help develop and foster a reading life for 
your learners and their families! 

 
 
Family Engagement with a Shared Text 

These suggestions may be shared directly with learners and their families, so 
they can read and explore a book together!  

➢ Choose a book to explore from one of the collections. 

➢ Read and discuss the book with your child. Use before, during, and after 
reading questions to help your child make connections to themselves and 
to other parts of their life. The following are some examples:  

□ Before Reading 
Look at the front cover with your child. Explore the pictures and text, 
and ask them: 

• Does this book remind you of anything?  
• What do we already know about ____________?  
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• Make connections during the conversation. What does this 
book/topic/picture look like? Sound like? Feel like? 

□ During Reading 
• If you were in this story, what do you think you would be hearing? 

Seeing? Tasting? Smelling? Feeling?  
• What has happened to the character(s) so far?  
• Have you been in a situation that is similar, or like, the situation 

the character in the story is in? What was the same for both of 
you? What was different?  

• What is the problem this character is experiencing? How do you 
think it will turn out?  

• What evidence do we know so far from the book?  

□ After Reading 
• Tell me the story in your own words.  
• What would you like to ask the author (or characters) of the 

book? 
• What did you like most about the story? Why?   
• Would you have done things in a different way than the character 

in the story did? If so, what would you have done differently?  
• Do you think it was a good ending? What would you have 

changed?  
• After reading the story, you will notice activities at the bottom of the 

screen. Explore these activities with your child! 
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